Play: Death of a Salesman
Expectations

LIV.1, LIV.2, LIV.3, LI2.1, LI3.2, LI3.3, WR2.1, WR3.2
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Read the play “Death of a Salesman” and answer the following questions.  
1. Find quotes that illustrate all of Willy’s problems past and present?

2. What are the values and truths that Willy tried to teach Biff and Happy as boys? Do you think these are worthwhile concepts for a father to teach his sons? Why or why not?

3. Find quotes that illustrate Willy’s belief in the importance of appearances.  Do you agree or disagree with Willy and why? 

4. What did Linda realize about the rubber pipe? Why did Willy feel his suicide would end Willy’s suffering?
5. How is Willy a hypocrite? 
6. For, the following lines, and tell me who says it, and give two reasons why it is important (to the character, and to the play as a whole).  

“Biff Loman is lost. In the greatest country in the world a young man with such—personal attractiveness, gets lost. And such a hard worker. There’s one thing about Biff— he’s not lazy”. 
“I stopped in the middle of that building and I saw — the sky. I saw the things that I love in this world. The work and the food and time time to sit and smoke. And I looked at the pen and said to myself, what the hell am I grabbing this for? Why am I trying to become what I don't want to be? What am I doing in an office, making a contemptuous, begging fool of myself, when all I want is out there, waiting for me the minute I say I know who I am!”
“Pop, I'm nothing! I'm nothing, Pop. Can't you understand that? There's no spite in it any more. I'm just what I am, that's all.” 

“You can't eat the orange and throw the peel away-a man is not a piece of fruit!”

“Will you let me go for Christ's sake? Will you take that phony dream and burn it before something happens?” 

You’ll retire me for life on seventy goddam dollars a week? And your women and your car and your apartment, and you’ll retire me for life! Christ’s sake, I couldn’t get past Yonkers today! Where are you guys, where are you? The woods are burning! I can’t drive a car!

Why, boys, when I was seventeen I walked into the jungle, and when I was twenty-one I walked out. [He laughs.] And by God I was rich.
“Oh, Ben, how do we get back to all the great times? Used to be so full of light, and comradeship, the sleigh-riding in winter, and the ruddiness on his cheeks. And always some kind of good news coming up, always something nice coming up ahead. And never even let me carry the valises in the house, and simonizing, simonizing that little red car! Why, why can’t I give him something and not have him hate me?”

I’m getting married, Pop, don’t forget it. I’m changing everything. I’m gonna run that department before the year is up. You’ll see, Mom.
There were a lot of nice days. When he’d come home from a trip; or on Sundays, making the stoop; finishing the cellar; putting on the new porch; when he built the extra bathroom; and put up the garage. You know some- thing, Charley, there’s more of him in that front stoop than in all the sales he ever made.

You fake! You phony little fake! You fake!

7. Create a new scene for the play (3 to 5 pages long). This scene will consist of a conversation between the Loman family when Biff arrives on the train at Grand Central Station in New York this should reveal more about their characters and the main plot than is seen in the actual play. 
This script should demonstrate that you understand the conventions of playwriting- that is, make sure it is set up in the same way that the original script is.  Write in the stage directions in the same format.  

