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	As the heir apparent to Colbert and Stewart, John Oliver expertly takes down elites—especially those elites that hide or are hypocritical. Unlike Stewart, Oliver’s show is weekly and focuses on one topic in-depth. Unlike Colbert, Oliver is madcap rather than a parody of a right-wing blowhard. 

	Assignment 
	In a short essay (500 – 1000 words) examine how Oliver’s show effectively uses irony, sarcasm, and sneer to satirize the Tobacco industry. (look for persona too)

	Look for
	Irony
	Sarcasm
	Persona
	Sneer

	
	see definitions on mrbeckett.net

	Audience and Tone 
	This is not intended to be a buttoned up academic essay. The tone is semi-formal. You may use the personal pronoun. “I” 

The audience is your teacher and well informed classmates.

	Format 
	hourglass or keyhole essay format:

	
	[image: ]



image1.jpeg
—_— TITLE

THESIS
(Last sentence)

Standard paragraphs, each
with topic sentence

Present your weakest argument first.

Lead up to the strongest, which is the last in the
body of your essay, whether your points are sentences
or paragraphs.

M\DDLE PA RAGRAPHS

Tlustrate with facts and examples, in vivid
and lively language.

THESIS
REWORDED
—_—

Generalize again.

CLINCHER

(Your final sentence and last word)
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