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Movie Review Guidelines


You are required to write a movie review (minimum of five paragraphs). This review will be of a movie of your choice. Good copy due: 
June 24, 2020
Include the following elements in your movie review:

1. In the opening paragraph state the title, and BRIEFLY summarize the plot of the movie. Describe how you truly feel about the film. What is your honest reaction to the film? Did you like/dislike it? Was it confusing? Exciting? Suspenseful? Boring? 
2,3,4 In the next three paragraphs analyze the literary, dramatic, and cinematic aspects of the film. Please use examples from the movie to support your analysis. Please refer to my model movie review to make sure you understand the directions. 
2. Literary – The literary aspects pertain to the story, dialogue and characters. Was there a good story? Believable characters? Good dialogue? Did the main character change throughout the film?  What was the main conflict and how was it resolved? Did the story interest you? Use specific examples from the movie to support your analysis.
3. Dramatic – The dramatic aspects pertain to the acting, sets, locations and costumes. Were the actors good? Was the setting or location interesting? Did the actors wear costumes? Was there a famous movie star in the film? 
Use specific examples from the movie to support your analysis. 
4. Cinematic – The cinematic aspects pertain to the camera angles, composition, lighting, music and sound effects.  Were there interesting camera angles, or cool video and sound effects? Did the music match the film? 
Use specific examples from the movie to support your analysis.
5. In the conclusion, rate the film (Two thumbs up! A+ Five Stars!, etc.) and state whether or not you would recommend the film to a friend. 
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Student’s Name:________________________              Date:___________                   

Criteria

4
3
2
1
Total
Review Title & Introductory Paragraph 

Both are Eye-Catching; The Intro Names the movie, provides a brief synopsis of plot & characters, and does not spoil
One is Eye-Catching; The intro Names the movie, provides a brief synopsis of plot & characters, and is at least 3 sentences long
Title’s not eye-catching, and the intro Names the movie, but may not be eye-catching or fully formed sentence wise; Also, it may or may not contain a brief synopsis of plot or characters 
No Title, and the Introduction is lacking in 2 or more of the established criteria 
 

______
Body Paragraphs
At least 3 coherent paragraphs that contain commentary on three aspects of the movie such as literary, dramatic,

and cinematic aspects 
 At least 2 coherent paragraphs that contain the commentary on at two aspects of the movie such as literary, dramatic,

and cinematic aspects
Paragraph(s) contain(s) necessary information but is/are incoherent
Paragraph is lacking in information and coherency 
______
Concluding Paragraph
Conclusion ends on a strong note, with an overall rating & a recommendation for viewing to others 
Conclusion is satisfactory, but is lacking in 1 of the established criteria
A conclusion is present but it’s weak, lacking in 2 or more of the established criteria

No conclusion is present
______
Punctuation & Capitalization
Punctuation and usage  are correct. 
There is one error in punctuation and/or usage. 
There are two or three errors in punctuation and/or usage. 
There are four or more errors in punctuation and/or usage. 
______
 A=4.0-3.3      
 B=3.2-2.5       
 C=2.4-1.7      
 D=1.6-1.0
Final Average---->
______






Movie Review Exemplar:

The Perfect Predator

Danny Dunkleblum
June 1, 2017

John McTiernan’s 1987 film Predator is one of the finest examples of the 1980s’ action movie genre. In the film, a team of elite mercenary commandos led by Dutch (Arnold Schwarzenegger) are commissioned to retrieve a group of hostages from rebel fighters in an unknown South American country. Despite making short work of the rebels, Dutch’s team makes the gruesome discovery of several American soldiers’ bodies. Not long after, a mysterious creature begins to hunt Dutch’s team. Predator combines, action, science fiction, and horror in a tale reminiscent of both Alien and The Most Dangerous Game. 


Predator is a tightly paced story. The scenes are short and the dialogue brief and effective.  Broken into three acts, Predator punctuates the end of each act with an action sequence that drives the film’s story forward. The first act is the mission, the second is the chase, and the third is facing the Predator. Overall the film is well constructed narratively; the character’s motivations are clear, and the audience is on the edge of their seats as the action drives forward and a quick pace.
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The emotional range required of an actor for an action survival-horror is not great—let’s face it, this is not My Dinner with Andre. The actors in this film are cast to type. The ensemble cast is very effective and believable—harkening back to military caper films in the past (like The Dirty Dozen and The Great Escape). Including Carl Weathers (Rocky) and former professional wrestler Jesse Ventura, the cast are known more for their square jawed, muscle bound, superhero like screen presence. The cast is excellent.  Not to be out done, the Predator monster was expertly and convincingly created by Sam Winston. The towering actor Kevin Peter Hall played the dreadlocked beast with a great deal of conviction. Towering over Dutch and company, the Predator is truly impressive. 
Finally, Schwarzenegger is a convincing leader and leading man, like GI Joe come to life. Several of Arnold’s classic 1980s one liners are used in the film. While not Shakespeare, the acting in Predator perfectly suits the material. 

The film uses competent to great photography. The most interesting cinematographic technique is the first-person shots from the point of view of the alien. As the Predator stalks the commandos we see from his eyes. The creepy thermal vision and warped audio depicts the commandos in a twisted and disturbing way. The final showdown is stunning, with Schwarzenegger covered in mud as he stalks the monster. With a massive campfire as a backdrop, this stunning final action sequence is a primal thill. Both the unique shots of the Predator’s point of view and the stunning final action sequence gives Predator an eye-catching visual palette. 

Predator is a true classic. The story is exciting and memorable. It is an expert mashup of several great genres. It is a military caper film, a survival horror picture, and science fiction “bug-eyed monster” movie. I would recommend it without any hesitation.
4****
