Plays: 12 Angry Men
Expectations

LIV.1, LIV.2, LIV.3, LI2.1, LI3.2, LI3.3, WR2.1, WR3.2
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LIFE IS INTHEIR HANDS -
DEATH IS ON THEIR MINDS!
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Read the play “12 Angry Men” and answer the following questions.  
1. Explain the nature of the relationship between Juror No. 3 and Juror No. 8. Give two pieces of evidence to back up your claim.

a. What is the final stage direction in 12 Angry Men? 
b. Explain the purpose of this particular stage direction. Why did the author add it in?

2. What is Juror No. 11's reaction to No. 10's incorrect grammar? What extra information does this exchange dive you about these two characters? 

3. Prejudices play an important role in a jury’s decision. Explain the prejudices of three jurors and how those prejudices affect their voting. 

4. Do you think that the play Twelve Angry Men promotes the jury system or speaks out against it? Explain using evidence from the play.

5. For, the following lines, and tell me who says it, and give two reasons why it is important (to the character, and to the play as a whole).  

“I don’t want to change your mind. I just want to talk for a while.”

“Well, it’s those people. They let the kids run wild. Maybe it serves them right.”

“Since when is dishonesty a group characteristic?...What that man says is very dangerous.”

“Okay, let’s get to the facts.”

“You want to see this boy die because you personally want him to-not because of the facts.”

“This boy-let’s say he’s the product of a slum and a broken home. We can’t help that. We’re not here to explain why slums make criminals.”

“I’ve lived in a slum all my life. I used to play in a back yard that was filled with garbage. Maybe you can still smell it on me...There is something personal!”

“Well, I just think he’s guilty. I mean, nobody proved otherwise.” 

“This is the reason I came here. I wanted to have the right to disagree. In my own country, I am ashamed to say-“

“Attention maybe...Nobody knows him after 75 years. That’s a very sad thing. A man like that needs attention. He wants to be quoted just once.”

“Let me go. I’ll kill him!”

“I’m sorry–there’s reasonable doubt in my mind.” 
6. Create a new scene for the play (3 to 5 pages long). This scene will consist of a conversation between two jurors and should reveal more about their characters and the main plot than is seen in the actual play. 

This script should demonstrate that you understand the conventions of playwriting- that is, make sure it is set up in the same way that the original script is.  Write in the stage directions in the same format.  

