Projects 1, 2, 3
Essay
You will be writing an essay on your chosen novel.  Each step in the writing process must be submitted, in order, before the next one is started:

· Brainstorming sheet ___________

· Outline ___________

· A first draft ____________

· A peer editing sheet on the first draft ____________

· A good copy __________

· A Works Cited List ______________

The length of the final copy should be between 700 and 1000 words.  Choose one of the topics suggested. You need to use specific evidence (details from the story) in each paragraph, and the whole essay needs at least 4 direct quotations. 




Topics
Alive








1.
How is God important to the people in Alive?

2.
Compare 3 characters in Alive as “leaders” of the group.  Who is the best leader?

3.
The main moral decision the people in Alive make is to eat the flesh of the dead.  Was this the right thing to do?  

4.
Compare and contrast the movie of Alive to the book.  

Of Mice and Men
1.
Discuss the friendship between Lennie and George.  What does each man give the other?

2.
Each of the characters in this book show their loneliness in a different way.  Prove this using 4 different characters.

3.
The animals (mouse, dog and rabbits) in this book all represent something important.  Explain how thye are important. 

4.
Compare and contrast the movie of Of Mice and Men to the book.    

Flowers for Algernon
1.
Do you think what is done to Charlie is right?  Why or why not?

2.
How has Charlie changed at the end of the novel? Is he different from the person he is at the beginning of the novel, and if so, how?

3.
Compare and contrast the characters of Professor Nemur and Dr. Strauss. How do their reactions to Charlie’s intelligence differ? How do their approaches to science differ?

4.
Compare and contrast the movie of Flowers for Algernon to the book.  

BRAINSTORMING
Fill in this map with as many ideas as you can on the topic.  The circles should have ideas about the main topic, and the lines should have possible examples from the book to prove your points.  Add lines to all of the circles you use.
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OUTLINE
Remember that an outline is a skeleton.  You are planning the bare bones of your essay here.  In your body paragraph, each example needs to be followed by an explanation, like “this shows that....”  
PARAGRAPH ONE
“Grabber” sentence (to open the essay) :  _______________________________

___________________________________________________________  

Between the “grabber” and the thesis, in your essay, you will list the subtopics of your argument (the points that make the topic sentence below).

Thesis: _______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

PARAGRAPH TWO
TOPIC SENTENCE: ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 1: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 2: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 3: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

PARAGRAPH THREE
TOPIC SENTENCE: ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 1: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 2: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 3: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

PARAGRAPH FOUR
TOPIC SENTENCE: ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 1: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 2: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 3: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

PARAGRAPH FIVE
TOPIC SENTENCE: ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 1: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 2: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

EXAMPLE 3: ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

CLOSING PARAGRAPH

Restate thesis: __________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

Closing sentence: ________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
PEER EDITING
AUTHOR’S NAME: __________________
EDITOR’S NAME: ______________
STEP ONE

Read the essay once very slowly. Circle anything you think is a spelling or grammatical error.  If you aren’t sure if it’s wrong, circle it with a question mark.  It’s better to be safe than sorry. You don’t need to writ e in the correction.  

STEP TWO
Fill in the chart below.  It is on both sides.  Do it carefully.  Ask your teacher if a question is not clear.  Your author will be given permission to go to the next step of the essay once this is filled out in full.
	PARAGRAPH
	QUESTION
	YES
	NO
	?

	FIRST 
	Are there at least 3 sentences in this paragraph?
	
	
	

	
	Is the last sentence of the paragraph a clear thesis?
	
	
	

	
	Underline the sentence in the essay you think is the thesis.

	SECOND
	Is there a clear topic sentence?
	
	
	

	
	Does the topic sentence match the thesis?
	
	
	

	
	Are there at least three examples in the paragraph?
	
	
	

	
	Is at least one of the examples a quotation?
	
	
	

	
	Is there a page number after any quotation?
	
	
	

	
	Is every example explained clearly in a separate sentence?
	
	
	

	
	Count the sentences in the paragraph.  Are there at least 8?
	
	
	

	THIRD
	Is there a clear topic sentence?
	
	
	

	
	Does the topic sentence match the thesis?
	
	
	

	
	Are there at least three examples in the paragraph?
	
	
	

	
	Is at least one of the examples a quotation?
	
	
	

	
	Is there a page number after any quotation?
	
	
	

	
	Is every example explained clearly in a separate sentence?
	
	
	

	
	Count the sentences in the paragraph.  Are there at least 8?
	
	
	

	FOURTH
	Is there a clear topic sentence?
	
	
	

	
	Does the topic sentence match the thesis?
	
	
	

	
	Are there at least three examples in the paragraph?
	
	
	

	
	Is at least one of the examples a quotation?
	
	
	

	
	Is there a page number after any quotation?
	
	
	

	
	Is every example explained clearly in a separate sentence?
	
	
	

	
	Count the sentences in the paragraph.  Are there at least 8?
	
	
	

	FIFTH
	Is there a clear topic sentence?
	
	
	

	
	Does the topic sentence match the thesis?
	
	
	

	
	Are there at least three examples in the paragraph?
	
	
	

	
	Is at least one of the examples a quotation?
	
	
	

	
	Is there a page number after any quotation?
	
	
	

	
	Is every example explained clearly in a separate sentence?
	
	
	

	
	Count the sentences in the paragraph.  Are there at least 8?
	
	
	

	LAST
	Are there at least 3 sentences in this paragraph?
	
	
	

	
	Is the first sentence of the paragraph the thesis, reworded?
	
	
	


COMMENT:

Overall, what do you like about this essay?  What might improve it?
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YOUR TOPIC


__________________





___________________
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