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OLC 401 

Mr. Beckett

Movie Review Guidelines


You are required to write a movie review (minimum of five paragraphs). This review will be of the movie Shawshank Redemption.  You will have class time to work on this.  Good copy due: 
Friday, March 11, 2012
Include the following elements in your movie review:

1. In the opening paragraph state the title, and BRIEFLY summarize the plot of the movie. Describe how you truly feel about the film. What is your honest reaction to the film? Did you like/dislike it? Was it confusing? Exciting? Suspenseful? Boring? 
2,3,4 In the next three paragraphs analyze the literary, dramatic, and cinematic aspects of the film. Please use examples from the movie to support your analysis. Please refer to my model movie review to make sure you understand the directions. 
2. Literary – The literary aspects pertains to the story, dialogue and characters. Was there a good story? Believable characters? Good dialogue? Did the main character change throughout the film?  What was the main conflict and how was it resolved? Did the story interest you? Use specific examples from the movie to support your analysis.
3. Dramatic – The dramatic aspects pertains to the acting, sets, locations and costumes. Were the actors good? Was the setting or location interesting? Did the actors wear costumes? Was there a famous movie star in the film? 
Use specific examples from the movie to support your analysis. 
4. Cinematic – The cinematic aspects pertain to the camera angles, composition, lighting, music and sound effects.  Were there interesting camera angles, or cool video and sound effects? Did the music match the film? 
Use specific examples from the movie to support your analysis.
5. In the conclusion, rate the film (Two thumbs up! A+ Five Stars!, etc.) and state whether or not you would recommend the film to a friend. 


	
Student’s Name:________________________              Date:___________                   

Criteria

4
3
2
1
Total
Review Title & Introductory Paragraph 

Both are Eye-Catching; The Intro Names the movie, provides a brief synopsis of plot & characters, and is at least 4 sentences long
One is Eye-Catching; The intro Names the movie, provides a brief synopsis of plot & characters, and is at least 3 sentences long
Title’s not eye-catching, and the intro Names the movie, but may not be eye-catching or fully formed sentence wise; Also, it may or may not contain a brief synopsis of plot or characters 
No Title, and the Introduction is lacking in 2 or more of the established criteria 
 

______
Body Paragraphs
At least 3 coherent paragraphs that contain commentary on three aspects of the movie such as literary, dramatic,

and cinematic aspects 
 At least 2 coherent paragraphs that contain the commentary on at two aspects of the movie such as literary, dramatic,

and cinematic aspects
Paragraph(s) contain(s) necessary information but is/are incoherent
Paragraph is lacking in information and coherency 
______
Concluding Paragraph
Conclusion ends on a strong note, with an overall rating & a recommendation for viewing to others 
Conclusion is satisfactory, but is lacking in 1 of the established criteria
A conclusion is present but it’s weak, lacking in 2 or more of the established criteria

No conclusion is present
______
Punctuation & Capitalization
Punctuation and capitalization are correct. 
There is one error in punctuation and/or capitalization. 
There are two or three errors in punctuation and/or capitalization. 
There are four or more errors in punctuation and/or capitalization. 
______
 A=4.0-3.3      
 B=3.2-2.5       
 C=2.4-1.7      
 D=1.6-1.0
Final Average---->
______



